
55

Western Wildlife 11:55–56 • 2024
Submitted: 17 November 2024; Accepted: 20 November 2024.

Peer-edited Notes 
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Abstract.—The Common Raven (Corvus corax) is a large-sized passerine that occurs in a variety of land types, including 
grasslands, desert scrub, and forests, ranging throughout a large portion of North America.  Ravens are versatile opportunistic 
scavengers and predators that prey on a variety of species such as rodents, birds, and reptiles, as well as invertebrates and 
regularly consume anthropogenic food items.  Herein, we report two raven suspected predation events on kangaroo rats 
(Dipodomys spp.), a nocturnal rodent.
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The Common Raven (Corvus corax) is a large-sized 
passerine ranging throughout a large portion of North 
America.  Ravens are habitat generalists that occupy and 
breed within a variety of land types within California, 
including grasslands, desert scrub, forests, and foothill 
regions (Boarman and Heinrich 1999).  They are 
scavengers and formidable opportunistic predators that 
take a variety of vertebrate prey, including mammals, 
birds, and reptiles, and regularly consume eggs, 
invertebrates, and anthropogenic food items (Temple 
1974; Engel and Young 1989; Camp et al 1993).  Small 
mammals make up a significant portion of their diet.  In 
a regurgitated pellet study conducted in Oregon, 59% of 
the food items identified were small mammals, including 
voles (Microtis), mice (Peromyscus, Paragnathus, 
Reithrodontomys), kangaroo rats (Dipodomys), and 
gophers (Thomomys; Stiehl and Trautwein 1991).  In 
another pellet analysis study conducted in the Mojave 
Desert, California, mammals were found in 76.5% of the 
pellets examined, with kangaroo rats alone occurring in 
282 pellets (50.2%; Kristan et al. 2004).  These studies 
focused on pellet analysis and did not report on observed 
predation events occurring on the landscape.  Herein, 
we document two incidents of suspected predation of 
kangaroo rats by Common Ravens within a foothill non-
native grassland community in the San Joaquin Desert of 
western Kern County, California (approximately 18 km 
north of Blackwells Corner).

During the evening of 13 November 2024, just prior 
to sunset (1653; air temperature 15° C), we observed a 
solitary Common Raven flying west in front of us with a 
large item in its beak.  We were able to identify the item 
as a kangaroo rat through binoculars due to its large hind 
feet and long, dangling tail.  The following morning, 14 
November, just after sunrise (0636; air temperature 10.5° 
C), we observed another raven transporting a kangaroo 
rat in its beak flying north in front of us with a second 

raven nearby in possible pursuit.  Again, with binoculars, 
we were able to observe the kangaroo rat in the beak 
of the raven; this time we detected kicking motions 
as the kangaroo rat struggled while being held by the 
raven.  The raven held the kangaroo rat by the midbody 
immediately behind the forelimbs.  During these two 
observations, both ravens flew into the grassland fields 
and disappeared upon landing, presumably to consume 
their prey item.  Two species of kangaroo rats occur in 
this area: the Giant Kangaroo Rat (Dipodomys ingens) 
and the Heermann’s Kangaroo Rat (D. heermanni; Kelt 
1988; Williams and Kilburn 1991).  Although the Giant is 
larger than the Heermann’s Kangaroo Rat, we could not 
identify the prey to species, especially at the distances 
we were making our observations, because they have the 
same body shape and markings (Williams et al. 1993).

Common Ravens, due to their generalist feeding 
habits, have the potential to impact special-status species, 
especially localized populations.  For example, they 
have been documented predating on the Mojave Desert 
Tortoise (Gopherus agassizii; Camp et al. 1993; Knight 
et al. 1993) and the Western Burrowing Owl (Athene 
cunicularia; Clark 2017).  Impacts to Giant Kangaroo 
Rats, a federally and state-listed Endangered species 
(USFWS 1998), are unknown, but predatory pressures 
by ravens on Giant Kangaroo Rats can potentially 
be a concern.  Ravens are primarily active diurnally 
and kangaroo rats are predominantly nocturnal.  Our 
observations occurred during crepuscular time periods 
(around sunrise and sunset) and may indicate that ravens 
have learned to exploit additional prey resources by 
extending their opportunistic hunting efforts into these 
time periods, especially during the late fall and winter 
months when day length is shorter. 
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Clark and Reid • Common Raven predation of kangaroo rats.
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